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Challenges and good practices in the safe handling and proper 
final disposal of precursors and other substances used in the 

illicit manufacture of drugs



Actions by El Salvador 
NPS and synthetic drugs identified by the Controlled Substances Laboratory of the National Civil Police 

that have been reported to the observatory

Yellow pills containing 
methamphetamine, cocaine, 
dimethyl sulfone and caffeine

Pink pills containing 
Amphetamine and 3,4-

Methylenedioxymethamphet
amine (MDMA).

In the solid blacksubstance, the presence of Cannabidiol, 
Delta-9-Tetrahydrocannabinol (DELTA-9-THC), and 
Cannabinol was identified. 

In the paper cuts labeled as LSD, the presence of 2-CB and 
25B-NBOME was detected and identified.

Colored blotting 
paper with ecstasy 



Actions by El Salvador
Measures adopted through the Early Warning System (EWS)
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➢ CNA’s web page
➢ Social media
➢ email

Alert publication 

Measures adopted through the Early Warning System (EWS)



BEST PRACTICES IMPLEMENTED IN EL SALVADOR:

• The internal regulations allow for the annual updating of the
controlled substances list.

• There is efficient inter-institutional communication, which
facilitates the implementation of internal controls.

• Continuous communication and cooperation with countries in the
region to prevent the diversion and smuggling of precursor
chemicals.



BEST PRACTICES IMPLEMENTED IN EL SALVADOR:

• Active participation in international activities to enhance the knowledge of
personnel involved in control processes.

• Support for international initiatives to improve control and final disposal
processes, for example: support for the resolution proposed by Australia,
Honduras, Dominican Republic, and El Salvador at the 66th session of the
CND.
"Safe handling and disposal of synthetic drugs, their precursors and other 

chemicals used in the illicit manufacture of drugs."



CONSIDERATIONS

For Precursor Chemicals (PC):
• Inadequate handling or disposal of precursor chemicals.
• Risks of exposure for frontline personnel involved in the fight

against illicit drugs.
• Importance of having appropriate practical procedures
• Strengthening technical and regulatory capacities of member

states for the handling and disposal of precursor chemicals and
seized chemical drugs.



FUNDAMENTALS OF THE RESOLUTION 

Fundamentals 

The world drug problem and threats to public 
health and security

Regulations established in the United Nations 
Conventions

Political Declaration and Plan of Action on 
International Cooperation towards an 

Integrated and Balanced Strategy to Counter 
the World Drug Problem

National laws and regulation efforts from member 
states

Member states’ approach 



CHALLENGES FOR EL SALVADOR:

• The country lacks specialized infrastructure or equipment for the
disposal of seized precursor chemicals.

• Currently, the destruction of seized drugs is carried out through
open-air incineration.

• In the private sector, there are companies that dispose of chemical
substances through incineration methods or solid waste disposal
and treatment, however, these processes have a high cost.
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